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Republic of Armenia - Diaspora Cooperation

Republic of Armenia- Diaspora Cooperation
Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow Conference

On the sccasion of the 20t anniversary of the declaration of the Eepublic of Armenia and the 55th antiversary of Haigairan Tniversity, in cooperation with the Eepublic of Armenia Ministry of Diaspora, Haigazian Tniversity and
Yerevan State Umiversity, the “Armema-Thaspora Cooperation: Testerday, Today and Tomerrow”™ conference tool place at Hagaizan Umiversity in Beirur from September 3 to September 7, 2011,

The official opening of the conference took place on Monday, September 5, 2011 The speakers at the official opemng session were the Ambazsador of the Armertan Eepublic m Lebanon, HE Wy, Ashod Kocharian, the President of
Hatgazman Umversity, Bev. Dr. Paul Hatdostian, the President of the Terevan Ztate University, Rector Prof. Aram Simontan and the Mmster of Tiaspora, Dr. Hranoush Hagopian,

Among the capacity audience present were Eev. and vz, Mgrditch Karagoenan, Archbishops Eegham Ehacherian and Vartan Achloarian, Wimster General Panos Manjian, Mmster and Ivfrs. Vrey Sabounjian, MP and rs. Sen
Toursakissian, WP Jean Oghassapian, WP Hagop Pakradount, WP Shant Chinchinian, 3P Sebouh Kalpakian, and numerous political, academic and coramunity leaders and guests.

During the first session, Tuesday, September 6, 2011 {moderator Dr. Arda Elonelon) Wamster Hranoush Hagopian spolee on the governmental policies regarding the promotion of Armemia-Diaspora cooperation. Eev. Dir. Paul
Haidostian discussed the educational aspect of Armenia-THaspora cooperation and Bector Prof Simonian discussed the Armenological aspect of this cooperation.

Dunng the nezt session (moderator Armen Urneshlian) Dr. Eazmig Panossian elaborated on the theoretical aspects, concerns and proposals regarding the Armenia-Thaspora cooperation, whereas Dy, Edward Melleontan spoke about
the political aspects of the first twenty vears of Armena-Diaspora relations.

Dunng the third session (moderater Banuyr Aghbashian) Dr. Prof. Yun Avedissian discussed the role of the educational mstitutions m the Armenian Eepubhc related to the Armentan Diaspora and stressed that the current cooperation
could and should be furthered. The second speaker, Dr. Sery Srabionyan, gave a brnef picture of the Lebanese Armeman lterature.

On Wednesday, September 7, 2011, during the fourth session, (moderator Dr. Zaven Messerlian) Dr. Wfher Howvanissian highlishted the current challenges of the websites dedicated to Armentan Studies within the contest of
Armema-Diaspora cooperation. Mesxt, Ifr. Shahan Kandaharian spoke on the difficulties Lebanese Armeman media faced regarding the Armema-Diaspora cooperation Dunng the second session of the day (moderator Dr
Anshaleuys Topalian) Ishichan Chaftchian presented the differences between the &rmema and Diaspora identiies and the means and modes to reach a commeon ground. Dr. Antrandk Dakeesstan concluded with a discussion regarding
the mtegration of Armemans from Armema into the Lebanese Armentan commurmty.

Dhzcussions and debates followed each of the sessions. It was recommended that further nvestigation and discussions are needed to clarfy exsting diversities i defining and stating certan relevant concepts and the ways in addressing
them; such as the concept of fatherland, identity and mtegration. Eventually it was suggested that such conferences are the adequate venue to dizcuss and debate about such topics and after extensive presentations and discussions to
reach conclusions, which takee mto consideration diverse peculianties of the Eepublic of Armema and the Diaspora.

The participants of the conference drew the following resolution: “We, the parbicipants of the conference assure that the Yerevan State University and the Hagarman Tnrversity have an exceptional role to play i the Armerma-Diapsora
educational and pedagogical cooperation field, especially mn the preparation of Armentan leaders and professionals, with the support of the Diaspora Winstry of Armena

“It 15 hoped that the 1ssues that were dizcuszsed m the conference are taken nto consideration in the fiture plans of the Yerewan State TTniversity Diaspora Eesearch Center and the Armentan Diaspora Eesearch Center of Haigaman
TUntversity” the resolution cencluded.
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